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to them that the God of the Christians is the true
God, that they must believe in him and obey him.
If thou promise this truthfully and from thy heart, I
hope that thou wilt be delivered from thy disease,
for my God is all-powerful.”’

Now as this man is very desirous of recovering his
health, he opened his ears, and said to me, ‘‘ Thy
discourse is very good, I accept the conditions that
thou givest; but thou begin first, go away and pray,
and tell thy God to cure me, for with that we must be-
gin; then I will do all that thou hast prescribed for
me.’”’ ‘‘Ishall notbeginit,”” Ireplied to him, ‘‘for if
thou get back thy health while I would be praying,
thou wouldst be attributing thy recovery to thy
drum, which thou wouldst not have given up, and not
to the God whom I adore, who alone can cure thee.’’
““No,” he replied, ‘I shall not think it has come
from my drum; I have sung and have done all I
could, yet I have not been able to save the life of
one man; I myself am sick, and to cure myself have
made use of all [262] the resources of my art; and
behold I am worse than ever. I have used all my in-
ventions to save the lives of my children, especially
of the last one who died only a short time ago, and
to save my wife, who has just passed away, yet all
this has not succeeded; so if thou curest me I shall
not attribute my health to my drum nor to my songs.”’
I answered him that I could not cure him, but that
my God could do all, and besides we must not make
bargains with him, nor prescribe to him the condi-
tions upon which he was to act, saying, ‘‘ Let him
cure me first, and then I will believe in him.”” ‘‘ Pre-
pare thyself,”” I continued, ‘‘ on thy part, and his



